From pBooks to eBooks (based on S. H. Steinberg.  1955.  Five Hundred Years of Printing.  Middlesex, England:  Penguin, 1974.)
Description

Five Hundred Years of Printing is an informative text recounting the history of printing and told from the perspective of liberal, rationalist, Humanism.  Steinberg divides the book into three sections: The First Hundred Years, The Era of Consolidation, and The Nineteenth Century and After. 

He begins with the Incunabula period, from the time of Gutenberg’s invention to the last day of the 14th C––that is, the beginnings when printing was seen as “artificial script.”  

Origins of Books

We must remember that books had long been produced prior to printing but they were not created using moveable type but by woodcuts and handwriting.  Gutenberg’s invention (1452, Mainz, Germany) then provided consistency, uniformity, and correctability (20), an improvement over previous practices.  Printing ultimately led to “enlarging of literate people” (26). 
Remediation of Writing in Print

He intimates that just as orality found its way into early written texts, so did writing find its way into early print texts (22).  Typefaces in the beginning resembled hand written script and were a product of intense politicism (27). The reason printers emulated chirographic texts is because readers expected it (27). 

Why Printing Beat Out Writing

Print eventually overtook writing because of its accuracy and uniformity (29).

Background on Typefaces

There were two basic typefaces:  Antiqua and Gothic.  Antiqua was divided into Italics (Venice, 1500) and Roman (Strasbourg, 1467) fonts.  Gothic, Fraktur (15th C) and Schwbacher (1480, Nurnberg, Mainz).  Eventually the Antiqua fonts overtook the Gothic ones due to savvy business mind of Aldus Manutius.  But truly the Gothic fonts did not lend themselves to mass production due to the lack of small letters and its awkward combinations (42).  In the end, fonts that prevailed were economic as well as familiar to a reading public accustomed to written manuscripts (37). 

Origins of the Printing Press

Printing was not invented by the West but rather movable press technology first appeared in the China in 1041. Printing in the West began in Germany.  Mainz was the birthplace of printing (and as we will see later, it was also the birthplace of censureship) (60). 

Patronage was necessary for survival and was hard to come buy since the preference was for hand-written (crafted) texts (44).  The middle class provided the impetus for print because they could not afford manuscripts. Most major European cities had printing presses; only Wittenburg, a small college town, had one (45).  Laity not church controlled the printing press (46). 
Spread of Printing in Europe

The way printing moved through Europe:  Germany (1452) ( Italy (1465) ( France, Spain and Portugal.  Italy is known for innovating fonts (Roman and Italic), developing Greek and Latin fonts, creating a title page and pagination, music print, and pocket editions.  France is known for its elegance (99) and centralized trade (64-67). The stabilization of letters (U / V and I / J) occurred in this period (69).

Venice became an important center in the print trade in the 15th C (72).  150 presses existed at the turn of the 15th C.  The best known among them was Aldus Manutius (73).  From Venice, printing spread to south Slavic countries (78). Piracy occurred just as soon as printing took hold (76).  

Francois I’s Library

The 1st copyright library was founded in 1538 by Francois I.  He also ensure a kind of truth in advertising policy by making printers use “marks” particular to their companies, thus disallowing cheating (90). In France the Estienne family of printers bridged the early and middle periods.  And writer Louise Labé helped promote books in her famous salon in the 16th C (92).

Most Spanish printers were of German descent (94).  But Isabel is credited for formally establishing printing press in Spain (96).  Printing moved to Mexico in 1539 (Cromberger was printer) (98). The 1st publishing house was established in Milan in 1472; Perugia’s opened in 1475 (128).

Caxton

Caxton, the famous printer and translator of England, learned his trade in Cologne, Germany in 1471-2 (63).  He is known for printing in English language.  74 of the 90 books he published were in his native tongue.  He translated 20 of them himself (100-4).

First Publishing House in England

The Act of Parliament ensured diversity of material published (109) but under Mary the move was to suppression of books (109).  Oxford (1676) and Cambridge were the first universities to establish publishing houses (110).

As we see during this period Steinberg calls incunabula, the printer has control (127).  [This changes in later periods.]  Only paper makers and bookbinders retain control over craft because their craft predates print by many years (127). Rynmann in Augsburg (1522) was the 1st man to try to make a living in bookselling (129).

Development of Book Structure

Ways to organize printing information began to occur.  1st the colophon page (A brief description of publication or production notes relevant to the edition) which was found in the tailpiece or end-part of a book;  then later we find the printer’s mark (132).  Later he tells us that the colophon contained the same information we expect in a title page today like place and date of printing, printer’s name and device, and title of the work.  The author’s name does not yet appear (146).  We also find printer’s mark occuring at this time.  The first index was found Sir Thomas North's 1595 translation of  Plutarch's Parallel Lives. It was only 20 years after the development of the printing press that ways to promote books came into use.  We find leaflets, prospectus, and the catalog (133).  

***The title page denotes a distinct feature of print and its difference from script (145).  [What I do not think he makes clear is that this difference may have been more of a difference between the time periods that script and print represent rather than a quality of the medium.  As Steinberg does say the medievals were not interested in the “proper naming of books” (146).]  Printing brought technologies and practices opposite to the anonymity accepted in medieval culture.  Fame and Intellectual Property became a focus (146).  The medievals did not title books due to their mindset.

***He does tell us that the Library of Alexandria was catalogued by incipits (that is first word or words of a text).  Thus cataloguing of book represents a change, a significant one.

****The invention of the title page was by Peter Schoffer in 1463 (149).  And the first work to number pages was Weiner’s Rolevinch’s Sermo de praesentatione beata Mariae in 1470.  This was 18 years after the printing press and it took until the beginning of the 16th C for this practice to become the norm (149). 

***Pagination occurs in 1469.  Half-title pages may have been created to keep 1st printed page from getting dirty (149).  The 1st reprint was in 1487 (148).  By 1500 title pages became the norm (148).  Headers are seen in 1490.  Title pages reflect artistic style of the period (150).  

The First Best Sellers

At the time medieval books, like Parzival and the Canterbury Tales, were the most popular (138). The bestsellers of a period show the mindset of that period (139).  In general 200 was the number most printers followed when printing books in the 15th C (140). The first bestseller was Thomas a Kempis’ De imitatione Christi, published by Gunther Zainer (140).  Then Eramus’ works.  Erasmus as the 1st author to negotiate author’s fees (142).   In general, books dealing with some aspect of theology had the most success in the 16th C.  Ludovico Ariosto’s Orlando Furioso was a bestseller, non-theological book (144);  what Steinberg calls a “national” best seller (145). 

Era of Consolidation (1550-1800)

Steinberg tells us that:

1.  Unions and guilds disappear

2.  No technological progress was made during this period

3.  The trade is established

4.  Publisher emerges as the central figure 

5.  The professional author appears on the scene

6.  Reading public widens literacy

7. Development of new types of reading matter occurs due to the widening of the 8.  Reading public (women and children-oriented materials) (151-170)

France on the other hand remained conservative and its trade centralized its focus on classical books (189).  In France at the time, Louis XIII set up a pp in the Louvre and till this day it remains the focus of printing in that country (190).  Louis also set up comprehensive regulations of the whole trade and placed censureship in the hands of the Sorbonne (190).

Contrary to what we may think of Catholic conservatism, it took Catholic printers to loosen up Germany following the censureship of heretical writings under the new fervor of Protestantism (193-8).  Leipzig became the center of the German book production business in the mid 17th C.

Oxford UP was established in 1676.  The royal censor was called the Star Chamber (204).

Printing in the US

Benjamin Franklin was the 1st American printer of note.  Printing came to American in about 1638.  The 1st text printed was the “Oath of Allegiance to the King” in 1639 and the 1st book was The Whole Book of Psalms .  These were by Harvard College (210).

The Reading Audience

At the end of the 17th gentlemen and scholars read books.  At the end of the 18th, reading was commercialized and women read.  By the 19th C, the audience widened further to reach all classes (239).  Novels and calendars drove interest in literacy among the masses (239).

Libraries

There had been a long tradition of libraries dating back to Julius Caesar.  The 1st public library was created in Rome in 39 BC.  The fall of Rome meant its demise and the demise of public libraries as well.  In the middle ages libraries were monastic, Episcopal, or academic (255).  Steinberg tells us that libraries are the outgrowth of the printer’s craft.  Private libraries housed much of the written texts but gave way to national libraries (256).  U of Oxford Library was established as a copyright library, coming out of the Licensing Act of 1663.  These libraries are important, he says, in that they provide a place for checking bibliographical information (256).  The Library of Congress is the US’s copyright library.

1st big library for public was the Ambrosiana in Milan (1609) and Naudé’s (1645) (256). National libraries paralleled the absolutism of the idea of monarchy (257). 

Despite public in title, until the late 19th C libraries limited access to the masses in the handling and use of books (258).  Public libraries as we think of them today and lending libraries emerged in the 18th C and originated in English-speaking countries.  The US is the country that created the idea of a truly public library.  Boston had the 1st library (1653).  

The lending library was 1st found in London in 1730s.  It improved book sales rather than harmed it.  [Why can’t music industry see this?] (260).
