Dene’s List of 1sts

1st invention of moveable type in the West––in Mainz, Germany, 1452

1st city to levy censorship policies against printed texts––Mainz

1st book printed in Roman font––Cicero’s De oratore 

1st  monarch to understand political ramifications of printing press––Emp. Maximillian I

1st English author in print––12th C writer Walter Map

1st copyright library––founded in 1538 by Francois I.  

1st  printer in the English language––Caxton

1st publishing house––established in Milan in 1472

1st man to try to make a living in bookselling––Rynmann in Augsburg in 1522 

1st  bestseller––Thomas a Kempis’ De imitatione Christi, published by Gunther Zainer 

1st author to negotiate author’s fees––Erasmus

1st appearance of a title page––in a work by Peter Schoffer in 1463  

1st  work to number pages––Rolevinch’s Sermo de praesentatione beata Mariae in 1470

1st reprint––appeared in 1487

1st author published by the Dutch Elvezir family––Hugo Grotius, Mare Liberum in 1609 

1st bookseller’s group––established in 1825

1st university press––Oxford UP, in 1676

1st American printer of note––Benjamin Franklin

1st text printed in the US––the “Oath of Allegiance to the King” in 1639

1st book printed in the US––The Whole Book of Psalms
1st calendar––Miner’s Calendar, in 1650. 

1st big library for public––the Ambrosiana in Milan in 1609 

1st library in the US––in Boston in 1653 

1st  lending library––in London in 1730s

1st censorship––vernacular copies of the Bible, in Frankfurt 

1st monarch to ban books in England––Henry VIII in 1529

1st countries to abolish censorship––Sweden in 1766 and Denmark in 1770 

