DTC 497: Senior Capstone
3 hours credit
Dr. Dene Grigar
Office: VMMC 211A; 360-546-9487
Email:  dgrigar@vancouver.wsu.edu
Office  Hours: TTH: 12-1 p.m., W: by appointment

http://dtc-wsuv.org/497
Description
The focus of this course is to professionalize students planning to work in digital technology or attend a graduate program in digital media or a related field. Thus, attention is given to providing students with a hands on experience with directing and participating in a large digital media project; teaching students how to engage in a critique of digital work; and helping students prepare requisite materials, such as a proposal, portfolio, resume, and writing sample, needed for their professional career. In brief, this course offers students a kind of literacy of digital media aimed at enhancing their success in the field.
Class Time
TTH 4:15-5:30 p.m.
Class Location
VMMC 111
Course  Materials
· Class Website:  http://dtc-wsuv.org/497
· Thumb/Flash Drive, $10; available at the Bookie or any grocery or electronics store
Projects and Methodology
There are 14 different media objects that are associated with digital media.  You have, during the course of your experience in the program, produced and/or have been exposed to many of them.  These include videos, websites, animation, interactive installations, multimedia performances, video games, internet radio, internet television, virtual reality, human-computer interfaces, virtual environments, digital photography, electronic music, and digital cinema.  The Capstone Project will be one of these.  To get a sense of the kind of projects students in the program have produced in the past, go to: http://dtc-wsuv.org/cmdc/senior_seminar/.
Generally in the Senior Seminar students are asked to create a media object for a particular organization. This opportunity provides you with working in and with teams, managing large projects, and interacting with clients and audiences.  Thus, this course focuses on methods and practices derived from multimedia design and pertinent activities and terminology.
Assignments
Course Requirements:
Capstone Project: You will be presented an opportunity or multiple opportunities for a project. Most if not all of you will work on a team creating a media object (video, website, animation) for a non-profit.  The point of this project is to show that you have attained the critical/creative thinking skills and technical “chops” needed for producing an effective media object.  This project includes a Comparative Analysis, as well as other items associated with multimedia production.
Proposal: All teams must produce a formal, written proposal that outlines the scope of the Capstone Project for the client.  It contains the project’s rationale, methods, timeline, process, and contribution.  The point of this assignment is to provide a road map for the development of your Capstone Project.
Two Presentations: All students will give two formal 20-minute presentations in which teams share both the in-progress and completed project with other members of the class, the client, and other interested parties (other students, alums, and visitors). The point of the presentations is to share the methods and processes by which you have developed the Capstone Project.
Self-Reflective Essay:  At the end of the course, students will be expected to turn in a 15-20 page essay that reflects on their competency with the 10 CMDC Learning Goals, stated above.  This is a formal paper in which you discuss each goal in conjunction to the many projects, assignments, and readings undertaken in the program. The point of the reflection essay is to allow you to explain in detail what you have learned during the preparation of the major.  It also ensures that you have learned to communicate at the college level.
Resume :  By the end of the course, you will have produced a formal resume that can be used for submission to a graduate program or for application for a job.  The point of this assignment is to prepare you for life beyond the program.
Electronic Portfolio: Also at the end of the course, you will have produced an online portfolio that can be used for submission to graduate school or for application for a job. The point of this assignment is to prepare students for life beyond the program.

Additional Requirements: To be successful in the course, students must 1) stay current with all of the required assignments that lead to completion of their project, 2) participate in the critiques and development of other students’ work, and 3) attend all classes, tutorials, and workshops.
Assessment
Work will be assessed for its professional quality. Other factors include being turned in on time, uniqueness, and, of course, content. Components that will be assessed are:
Capstone Project 
30% Proposal 
10% Presentations 
10% each Self-Reflective Essay 
10% Resume 
10% Portfolio 
10% Additional Requirements 
10%
Items turned in late will be penalized a letter grade per day (not class day but each day) late. Frankly, by the Senior Seminar, it is silly for students to think they can turn in work late unless there is an emergency.  And students know by this point what constitutes a viable emergency.  If we have to explain this information, students are not ready for the Senior Seminar.  Final grades will be calculated in this way:
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A grade lower than a C in this course is unacceptable.  Students who are in danger of making below a C in the Senior
Seminar will be advised to withdraw from the course until they are better able to show competency with the material.
Attendance Policy
Unexcused absences in the Senior Seminar is unacceptable.  Teams need all members’ input and you need the experience in developing a large-scale media project in order to be accepted into a digital media-oriented graduate program or to land a digital media-oriented job.  Thus, more than two unexcused absences will result in a final grade being lowered by one letter grade. “Excused” absences are defined as absences due to documented illnesses or deaths of close family members. This means that vacations, scheduled doctor visits, family reunions, weeklong getaways,
forgetting the semester has already begun, or that we are meeting for class, do not count as excused absences. You need to be in class on the days indicated in the Course Schedule. No exceptions. If you miss more than two weeks in a row, for any reason, you will be asked to withdrawal from the course and retake it when you are better able to participate.
University Policies
Academic integrity is the cornerstone of the university and will be strongly enforced in this course.  Any student found in violation of the academic integrity policy will be given an “F” for the course and will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct.  For additional information about WSU’s Academic Integrity policy/procedures please contact (360) 546-9573.
Disability Accommodations may be available if students need them in order to fully participate in this class because of a disability. Accommodations may take some time to implement so it is critical that students contact Disability Services as soon as possible.  All accommodations must be approved through Disability Services, located in the Student Resource Center on the Lower Level of Student Services Center (360) 546-9138.
Emergency Notification System: WSU has made an emergency notification system available for faculty, students and staff. Please register at Zzusis with emergency contact information (cell, email, text, etc). Students may have been prompted to complete emergency contact information when registering for classes on RONet. In the event of a Building Evacuation, a map at each classroom entrance shows the evacuation point for each building. Please refer to it. Finally, in case of class cancellation campus-wide, please check local media, the WSU Vancouver web page and/or Individual class cancellations may be made at the discretion of the instructor. Each individual is expected to make the best decision for his or her personal circumstances, taking safety into account.  Safety plan website - http://safetyplan.vancouver.wsu.edu/
Important Dates and Deadlines: Students are encouraged to refer to the academic calendar often to be aware of critical deadlines throughout the semester.  The academic calendar can be found at www.registrar.wsu.edu/Registrar/Apps/AcadCal.ASPX.  Questions regarding the academic calendar can be directed to the Office of Student Affairs in VSSC 100 or call 360-546-9559.

