Beneath a poem’s surface lie veins of meaning that invite you to unearth them. This poem’s surface also hides many buried words, which beckon to you. Chip away the verbal crust a piece at a time by clicking on the colored text to reveal what lies beneath it. Each of the two different colors leads to a different substratum. The poetry is not just in the layers themselves but also in the journey downward.








[A poem is a malleable fabric of words. Its lines often yield in different ways to interpretive touches, bending to the multiple meanings they may contain. The lines in this poem yield not just to the caresses of the mind but also to the touch of the mouse. Click on the colored text to replace it with new words. Each click will reshape one small contour of the poem until a new poem has emerged. Each of the two colors leads in a different direction.]








[A poem is a layer of words encrusting many explicit and implicit meanings. This poem is also a layer of words encrusting other words. To chip away the verbal crust, click on the colored text in the poem, which will fall away to reveal what lies beneath. The two different colors lead to different substrata. The poetry is not just in the layers themselves but also in the step-by-step journey downward from one to the other. To get beneath all the verbal layers, use the chisel of your mind.]


