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INTRODUCTION
The charge for the assignment that this book is based on was to create a digital 		artifact. The platform and medium were entirely up to each student. The content of the project needed to be a concept from the course that stuck out or that was 	particularly meaningful in some way or another. 
 
There were many options when considering how I would go about completing my project. I have experience in HTML, CSS, Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop, and 	Premiere Pro. I have worked with sound, editing my podcast, as well as mashups — one of the things that I have not been able to do much of since my primary school days was creative writing. That is how I landed on doing an Ebook. While this isn’t entirely a creative piece as I will still be using sources to support my thoughts I will take some more liberties than is traditionally accepted in an 		academic work, because, after all, this is MY book, and I can if I want to!
 
The medium of Ebook will have several effects on the production of my work. Additionally, it also has some constraints on the deployment of the work. For an Ebook, the main chunk of the content is text based. I can add additional images and videos to break up the monotony of reading a traditional print-based novel. To have the book be on my portfolio website, which happens to be a WordPress site, I need to export the file as a .pdf.  Utilizing a .pdf file means that some of the 		embedded videos will default to links. While this does diminish the consumption of the work, the effects are not significant enough for me to consider reworking my content into another medium
 
The concept that resonated with me above all others was that of Douglas Rushkoff’s “Team Human - Mastering the Digital” Rushkoff's video is a 20-minute talk that he gave. The video was part of our weekly “readings” in the early part of the semester. 
 
Douglas Rushkoff is an American Media theorist whose work focuses primarily on technology and the effects that different inventions have on our culture and 	species. He has over 15 published literary works, five different documentary 		appearances, and the creator and host of two separate podcasts. He is regularly asked to speak at conferences about his opinions on media and culture in today and the future and has worked as a media consultant for the United Nations and the United States Government.
 
The remainder of the book will be broken into chapters, the titles of which will be some of the main concepts that Douglas mentioned. In those chapters, I will be exploring the ideas in depth by discussing both what Mr. Rushkoff said about it as well as some outside sources.
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WHERE ARE WE GOING?
Technology or digital technology at the least is still in its early stages of infancy. We are just over 100 years post horse and carriages being the primary mode of       transportation, and now we have fully electric sports cars (See Tesla Roadster).
 
I am sure I am not alone in believing that we today will be considered the cave people of tomorrow. The same way that we teach our youth about the cave 		drawings our early human ancestors left behind. The children of the future will learn about the first days of the internet, and the smartphone, and the combustion engine and the transition to electric.
 
Things like Moore’s Law which was an observation in 1965 by one of the 		inventors of the semiconductor that the technology would increase at a rate, so that every 2 years the number of transistors able to be fitted on an integrated 		circuit would double. Mr.  Moore originally predicted that this observation would be likely to remain true for the next decade or so.
 
 This may sound like a whole bunch of nonsense, but what it also seems like is computers doubling their computational power every two years. Well, right, Moore’s law, but for how long? For almost 50 years straight the technology used to construct transistors advanced at such a rate that actually held true to Moore’s 		observation. The transistors today are now measured in nanometer(s) (nm). For those of you who are saying “Travis, what the hell is a nanometer?” well friends,	  1 nm is 0.000000001 meter, and for those of you, non-metric system users (**I’m looking at you, people who don’t do science in America**) that’s 0.00000003937 inches. In layman’s terms, it is really freaking small. 
 
What that translates to is people walking around with millions of times more computational power in their pockets than was in the lunar lander in 1969. 		Unprecedented growth in digital electronics and components has led to economic wealth never before imaginable. Now some say even though we have witnessed 	decades of technological, industrial, and commercial advancements that the 		coming decade will undoubtedly begin a trend towards an even more rapidly 	produced technological future. 
 
Things like biotechnology will reach a point where amputees can have functioning robotic limbs that more closely resemble the human arm and deliver more     degrees of freedom than current prosthetics. Computers will undoubtedly get faster and well, according to Ray Kurzweil, may soon surpass the cognitive abilities of the human brain. For many, that last part might be a little uncomfortable to     digest. Typical immediate reactions are along the lines of, “The Terminator,” or    “I, Robot,” and some, like tech mogul Elon Musk, might agree with that view. 
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ETHICS OF DIGITAL CAPITALISM
With the dot-com era or digital capitalism ushered in a new way to earn money and created hundreds of dot-com millionaires and eventually billionaires. It was the wild west all over again except this time it was from desks with computers and servers instead of on horses with six-shooters and cattle. People quickly realized that this whole internet thing can make a lot of different business models a 		significant amount of money by reaching a demographic that was previously 	unavailable to them, either in their locale or by the means of communication 		already used.  
 
“Digital ethics is the field of study concerned with the way technology is shaping and will shape our political, social, and moral existence.“ The reason why 	digital ethics is so important is the same reason there needed to be sheriffs in the wild west. People are out here making bucks, and they’re willing to do damn near anything to make a buck off of you and everyone you know. 
 
This is where we get into discussing the realm of data mining, sharing and 	selling. In case you weren’t already aware with the few mainstream cases that have gone viral where Facebook and other platforms or companies have had massive “data breaches” people are after your data because the value it can provide 		companies with is astronomical.
 
What these platforms have done that had previously never been heard of what collect loads and loads of information on you. Things like, does she click on ads, what type, does she actually buy the item? What if we show it a second time? 	Activity rates on friend’s profiles and business or brand pages are all cataloged and saved until it's sold off to the highest bidders. Most often these bidders come in the form of advertisers. Advertisers don’t specifically get your name on a 		spreadsheet, but the ability that Facebook and others have given them is to create audiences, to target you with their adverts.
 
A single business can have dozens of different audiences and customer 		personas based on their offerings. We can create a simple one with just a few short keywords: 25mi radius around Vancouver, WA. 28-38-year-old, female, college 	education, working in the medical field. Just like that we created a test audience for a company that sells scrubs, of course, they would want to further segment and test males, age ranges and other things but then they pay Facebook, and Facebook shows their ad to you, and you buy their product. I think you get the direction I am headed.
 
We are giving over an unprecedented amount of data and personal, potentially sensitive information over to a bunch of companies in exchange for them allowing us to use their service for free. The kicker is they have to tell us what they’re going to do with our stuff, but they bury it in the “terms and conditions” that nobody has ever read in their entire lives. Worse yet, our children aren’t exempt from this constant hounding (save for tobacco, and alcohol ads, those they have to wait until they are 18 and 21 to be served) from advertisements begging them to buy, buy, buy!
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HUMANS ARE THE ENEMY?
We are programmed from the earliest stages of human life to believe that this world is full of evil. While there are evil people in this world who would carry out violence against others, knowingly place lives in danger in the name of profit, and do so many other unspeakable acts. I still believe, like Rushkoff that while we are our own worst enemy, we are also the solution to our problems both worldly and personal.
 
If we only consider the facts before we put any morality or differing opinions about people being good or bad, there are some problems we still may face. 		General Michael Hayden as director of the Central Intelligence Agency was quoted “by mid-century, best estimates point to a world population of more than 9 billion.”
 What we will observe is that the trend of urban dwelling and the rate of growth for cities will continue and increase. According to the UN Population Fund half of the entire world currently live in cities and by 2030 more than 5 billion will be considered to be living in a city. A Megacity is a city with more than 10 million inhabitants, in 1975 there were just 5, as of 2017 there are 47, which actually 	surpassed the UN’s prediction of 41 cities by 2030.
 
One thing the care 2 article mentions (Linked in General Hayden’s quote) as a possible solution is voluntary childlessness. People could do their part to limit our global population by living out their days never knowing the sleepless nights and endless antics that come with being a parent (I’m honestly surprised more people that I know aren’t on board with this). Additionally, free birth control (like 		condoms), more education, and help with family planning in countries with 		alarming birthrates could also help inform women and families about the choices they make regarding conception.  
 
We haven’t even touched on global warming yet. No this is not the part where I tell you its not a thing. IT'S-A THING! “but Travis, I recycle, and eat organic, and drive a Prius!” that’s great, and you probably eat avo toast at brunch with your besties, but who am I to judge? ( I love avocado toast, if you’re ever in San Diego you must try Holy Matcha, I hate matcha (but the wife loves it [did I really just 		triple nest parenthesis?]) Best Avocado toast I have ever had, literally. Side note it looks like they’re getting a brand new location in East Village, kudos to them)
 
I digress, it doesn’t matter if everyone in the United States and a majority of the other countries around the world went green, there are certain countries with few governmental regulations which are absolutely abusing the environment in hopes that they can capitalize enough to increase their GDP a significant 		percentage. What it would take is genuinely a world pact, and don’t feel super 	confident saying that I believe that would be even remotely possible.
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INDIVIDUALISM v. COLLECTIVISM
Today in our society, we currently abide by the economic model known as 		capitalism. Capitalism is such that your situation and place in life is up to you, and the state or status of your family when you were born. I’m going to be honest, On paper, it sounds pretty legit. But everyone knows that there is always that one 	person that screws it up for everyone else. Except for in the case of capitalism the one person isn’t the exception, they are the rule. In capitalism, it is not only 	considered okay but rather encouraged for business people to pray on consumers. It is just recently that specific government regulations in our country have started to institute safety and other standards to try and help protect consumers from 	completely being taken at the cash register.
 
The latter half of that last paragraph sounds pretty crappy, no one would want that let alone subject themselves to it, right? Wrong, the force that drives 		capitalism is consumerism, we all have been duped into longing and yearning for mundane things so that we can feel some sort of freedoms or self-worth. When in reality all we’re doing is lining the pockets of the dotcom billionaires and the world’s elite. 
 
What this creates within our society is vast divides between the purchasing powers and ability to live with basic necessities of our people. Instead of everybody making a dime off this technological era of advancement, the rich continue to get richer, while the poor, well they stay poor. Capitalism is mostly individualistic meaning that at the center of decisions is yourself or your company rather than for the greater good of humanity.
 
Now, I won’t go as far as Rushkoff and propose a 100% socialistic view of 	government, but I would say that there is more we as fellow humans can do for every other human being not just in our country, but on our planet. The plethora of tools that technology has allowed us to invent and acquire is monumental, but if they lay in only a few hands who can genuinely afford them rather than the masses we may never know any of their real potentials, and that is for both man and the machine.
 
What we do need is some version or degree of collectivism. We must shift from constantly placing ourselves at the center of every decision we make and take some time to consider those around us, the other humans, plant, and animals that we inhabit this floating rock with. I completely agree with the idea of individualism regarding thought and having personal belongings and the ability to own 		businesses or invest in them and scale your worth. What I am not okay with is 	people, not knowing where or when their next meal will come from, sleeping 	outside in the middle of winter and freezing to death, and unable to access basic 		necessities like safe drinking water, shelter, and food.
 
The Gaia hypothesis suggests that earth is an organism and that its 			inhabitants are connected. If we consider that for just a few moments, why would we not want to help out every other human on the planet and lift them up the same way that we attempt to do to ourselves by going to work 9 to 5, 		Monday-Friday?
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FUTURE IS A VERB
With all of the negative news shared by journalists and made viral on social media and the fear-mongering about doomsday theories and the singularity when the terminator strolls down our streets and kills us all, there is still hope for humanity.
 
Our species is relatively young, and we have already come such a far way. Together we must build the future that we would like to see, not only the future we want to leave for our children and grandchildren but for our species as a whole. While we can’t control what others do, we are 100% in control of our actions and the attitude that we walk around with each day. 
 
We must work with those who believe what we do, we need to build the future that we want rather than relying on corporations, billionaires, and hedge funds to impose their will on OUR future. We are the majority and them, the minority. It is time we stand up for what is ours and tell them how we want things to be done around here from now on. For some that could mean doing enough to make you feel like a good person, for others that might be full-blown activism, marches, and advocacy. Whatever avenue works for you, run with it and do good in this world. It needs it, I promise.
 
I will leave you with one final destination on the line (the interwebs). I present to you the “Jump Verb” commercial circa 2003. 
THE FUTURE STARTS NOW
 
 
 
OPS/assets/images/thefuture.jpg





OPS/assets/images/gaia.jpg





OPS/assets/images/singularity.jpg





OPS/assets/images/humanoid.jpg





OPS/assets/images/Chapter_Section_Rule_new.jpg





OPS/assets/images/immersion.jpg





OPS/assets/images/greed.jpg





OPS/nav.xhtml

  
   Table Of Contents


   
    		
     INTRODUCTION
    


    		
     WHERE ARE WE GOING?
    


    		
     ETHICS OF DIGITAL CAPITALISM
    


    		
     HUMANS ARE THE ENEMY?
    


    		
     INDIVIDUALISM v. COLLECTIVISM
    


    		
     FUTURE IS A VERB
    


   


  
  
   
    		
     Start
    


   


  
 

OPS/assets/images/toc-portrait-header.jpg
TEAM HUMAN





OPS/assets/images/cover-image.jpg
TRAVIS TOTH





