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Oh woman, mystery, Terra—In that faraway place, the Moon has such gravity that
tides and winds follow it round the planet. Great Terra exerts such force that air does
not rise but is held down by its own weight. The air is open to the stars. What could be
more dzngerous or more magnificent? In space not a bee can escape its place in the
arcology, but on Terra animals have breathed their lives and died, unseen by any
human, as if man were not the king of space.

King of Space is a hypertext science fiction novel, set in a deserted spaceship among
the Asteroids. Tam Rosse, political criminal, needs the spaceship to save a revolution.
But to get it, he must fight “King” Brady, the only human aboard the ship, and the ship's
half-mad interface, the semi-human Lady Nii, Tam Rosse is himself being hunted by the
virgin Priestess of Pallas, who needs a lover, bodyguard, and slave.

King of Space breaks new ground in science fiction. Neither a traditional game nor 2
conventional novel, it mixes literature with animation, mazes, puzzles, and games. It is
extensively illustrated by Matt Mattingly. Programming development was headed by
Mark Bemstein, developer of HyperGate; the award-winning music is by Michael
Druzhinsky.

In spring 1992 Ballantine will publish in hardcover Sarah Smith’s mainstream novel The
Vanished Child, about murder, amnesia, sex, and redemption in turn-of-the-century
Boston. She has recently finished a collaborative novel, Future Boston, written with
authors including Nebula winners Geoffrey Landis, Philip K. Dick Award finalist D.
Alexander Smith, and regular Asimov's contributors Alexander Jablokov and Steven
Popkes. Her Future Boston story, “Three Boston Artists,” made the 1990
Recommended Reading lists of Locus and Aboriginal. She is currently working on a SF
novel, The Bunraku Stars, set five years after King of Space. She lives in Brookline,
Mass., with her husband, two children, and 2 22-pound Maine Coon cat, Vicious. To keep
Vicious in cat food she writes manuals and educational hypermedia. She is an active

member of the Cambridge Speculative Fiction Workshop and the Science Fiction Writers

of America.

King of Space is published by Eastgate Systems. Eastgate publishes software and
hypermedia literature for the Macintosh, including Michael Joyce's mainstream novel
Afternoon and award-winning simulations. It also distributes StorySpace, an advanced
authoring system for hypermedia.

To order your copy of King of Space, call 800/562-1638. In Massachusetts and outside
the US, call 617/924-9044. The first edition of King of Space is now available for $24.95
and runs on any Macintosh with 1MB or more of memory.

NOTE: King of Space contains extensive scenes of sex and violence and is not suitable
for children,




KING OF SPACE
A Publisher’s View

A Hypertext Novel

¢ by Sarah Smith
* written, not “developed”
¢ an escaped con, a priestess, an epldemic
survivor, and an intelligent Greatship
* places, not dungeons
- people, not twisty little passages
 reader choices affect point of view, narrative
technique, and plot

* often in unexpected ways/

» Art by Matthew Matingly
* Music by Michael Druzinsky
¢ Starring Isabel Homnstein as The Lady NII
« Simulations by Bernstein & Humphreys
* many media; many headaches
« s this Hollywood?

Pre-Publication Offer

I can’t walt for publlcation! Send me a beta
(“galley proof”) copy of King Of Space right
away. And send me a signed 1st edition on
release. fust $35. (Macintosh Plus or better;
hard dlsk required)

Name:
Address:

Visa/MC card exp

An Editor’'s Anxietyls

WIll an audlence ever exist for serious
computer-based fictlon? Where Is It hidling?

Computer fictlon has rarely (never?) dealt serlously
with complex, sexual relatlonships. How will the
press react?

Melodrama and sllliness are consldered the routes to
success In computer entertalnment. King Of
Space Is often claustrophlc, sometimes somber,
and frequently distressing.

How do we proofread a document that's always
changing?

————-—————————---———————————-1

Eastgate Systems, Inc.
CIVILIZED SOFTWARE
PO Box 1307
Cambridge MA 02238
(617) 924-9044

manuscripts welcome

hypertext writing
workshop March 10




Future Fiction

writing without ink

HYPERTEXT

The Eastgate Press publishes
hypertexts for a broad audience.

YOU CAN READ TODAY

Our literature Is shaped by HYPERTEXT 87 DIGEST
accidents of engineering and Marls Bemstioin. ed.

economic. Founded in 1982, A SUCKER IN SPADES
Eastgate is committed to exploring Robert Dichiara

literature which fully embraces THE ELECTION OF 1912
hypertext— nonlinear, interlinked

Bemstein and Sweeney

writing presented to readers with )
the assistance of computers. KING OF SPACE
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Sarah Smith (in press)
AFTERNOON
Michael Joyce (May)
THE FLAG WAS STILL THERE
Bemstein and Sweeney
(August)

WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH PAPER?

NOTHING!

Except...
there is only one“next page”
for every one
every time

Once the ink is dry, the author is silent,

If we want a passive medium, what’s wrong with TV?
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