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	History 275 [DIVR] [K]
	Introduction to East Asian Culture

	Professor Xiuyu Wang
	xiuyuwang@wsu.edu 							Phone 360-546-9174;
Office hours: VMMC 102U by appointment



For fall 2020, this course is offered in online format per University COVID-19 regulations.

Course Description
	This course examines East Asian history and cultures – China, Japan, and Korea for the most part – through three kinds of historical processes: internal trajectories of each place, their interactions, and their connections with the outside world.  Each country contains various internal forces of change, and was also influenced by each other, and that influence needs to be assessed in specific historical contexts.  Flows of cultural, economic and military influence not only gave these countries a degree of regional coherence but also shaped their global roles. Periods of relative isolation aside, each nation has been affected by global currents. Our objective is a deeper understanding of the evolution of national patterns in connections with their interconnections.  Lectures assume knowledge of the assigned readings, and active participation in class discussion is important for success in this class. 

Required Readings
	[5th edition] Murphey, Rhoads.  East Asia: A New History. Pearson, 2010

	Kim, Richard E.  Lost Names: Scenes from a Korean Boyhood.  California, 1998

	Surak, Kristin. Making Tea, Making Japan: Cultural Nationalism in Practice. Stanford, 2012.


*Excerpts from the following books are available as PDF on Blackboard:
· Ebrey, Patricia and Anne Walthall. East Asia: A Cultural, Social, and Political History. 3rd edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth, 2014.  Ch 21 “Korea in Turbulent 19th Century,” pp. 363-380
· Ebrey, Patricia and Anne Walthall. East Asia: A Cultural, Social, and Political History. 3rd edition. Boston, MA: Wadsworth, 2014.  Ch 27 “China under Mao 1949-1976,” pp. 473-489

Grading & Assignments
Course grades are based on percentage: A(95%+), A-(90-94%), B+(86-89%), B(85%), B-(80-84%), C+(76-79%), C(75%), C-(70-74%), D+(66-69%), D(60-65%), F(59%-).

At any point during the semester, you can find out your grade by adding up your earned points, then dividing it by the total possible number of points at that time. A total of 534 points can be earned, plus optional extra credit points. Assignment grade breakdown is as follows:
· Attendance: (3 points x 28 classes = 84 points).  Students should notify me of family or medical emergency as early as possible to have an absence excused (i.e., to earn their attendance points even though absent)
· Quizzes (60 points each x 3 = 180 points). No make-up quizzes available
· Midterm exam (120 points). No make-up exam available
· “East Asia Before 1900” assignment (30 points). See assignment sheet for details
· Paper assignment (paper 100 points + writing progress 20 points = 120 points)
· There is no final exam for this course
· (Optional)  Extra-credit opportunities (at most 10 points): each student can do 2 assignments maximum and each assignment is worth 5 points.  An extra credit assignment can be: (a) 3-4 pages of written review of a work on East Asian history in any period, such as documentaries, films, books, articles, and other media and (b) other formats.  Please feel free to discuss with me about your creative ideas. You can submit your extra credits assignments anytime, anyway, by 5 PM on the last day of class, after which no submission will be accepted.

Class Schedule 		(This schedule is subject to change. All changes will be announced in class.)
	No
	Date
	Class topics, readings, assignments
	Notes

	1. 
	8/24 M
	Course Introduction.  Readings: none
	

	2. 
	8/26 W
	East Asian contexts and early intellectual foundations. Readings: Murphey chapter 3
	

	3. 
	8/31 M
	Early Imperial China: Qin and Han Dynasties. Readings: Murphey chapter 4
	

	4. 
	9/2 W
	China from Tang to Yuan empires. Readings: Murphey chapters 5-6
	No class on Sept. 7 Labor Day

	5. 
	9/9 W
	Early Korea society and culture. Readings: Murphey chapter 9
	

	6. 
	9/14 M
	Early and Medieval Japan (to 1600). Readings: Murphey chapters 11-12
	

	7. 
	9/16 W
	Tokugawa Japan. Readings: Murphey chapter 14
	Quiz #1 (material to date)

	8. 
	9/21 M
	Ming Dynasty China. Readings: Murphey chapter 7
	Due: statement of paper topic

	9. 
	9/23 W
	The Qing Empire to the 18th century. Readings: Murphey chapter 8
	

	10. 
	9/28 M
	China’s 19th century. Readings: Murphey chapter 15
	

	11. 
	9/30 W
	Korea under Mongol and Chosŏn rules. **Readings: Ebrey & Walthall, Ch 21 [on Blackboard]
	

	12. 
	10/5 M
	Meiji Japan. Readings: Murphey chapter 16
	

	13. 
	10/7 W
	China from empire to republic (1890s-1928). Readings: Murphey chapter 18
	

	14. 
	10/12 M
	Midterm Exam (covers material to date)
	Midterm exam

	15. 
	10/14 W
	[Class TBA]
	

	16. 
	10/19 M
	WWII in East Asia. Readings: Murphey chapters 19 & 20
	Due: “East Asia Before 1900” Assignment

	17. 
	10/21 W
	Wartime Korea.  Readings: Kim, chapters 1 through 7
	

	18. 
	10/26 M
	The Korean War (1950-1953). Documentary film in class.  Readings: none
	Due: one-page paper outline

	19. 
	10/28 W
	China’s socialist decades (1949-1978). Readings: Ebrey and Walthall, Ch 27  [on Blackboard]
	

	20. 
	11/2 M
	China under reform (1978-2000s). Readings: Murphey chapter 21
	

	21. 
	11/4 W
	Japan since WW II. Readings: Murphey chapter 22
	Quiz #2 (covers material since last test)

	22. 
	11/9 M
	Life and work in Japan (1945-1980s). Documentary film. Readings: none
	No class on Nov. 11 Veterans Day

	23. 
	11/16 M
	Society and culture in Contemporary Japan. Readings: Surak, chapters Introduction & 1
	

	24. 
	11/18 W
	Society and culture in Contemporary Japan. Readings: Surak, chapters 2 & 3
	Nov. 23-27 Thanksgiving Break

	25. 
	11/30 M
	Society and culture in Contemporary Japan. Readings: Surak, chapters 4 & 5
	Due by 5 PM: email paper as Word attachment

	26. 
	12/2 W
	Korean political economy since 1960s. No reading
	Quiz #3 (covers material since last test)

	27. 
	12/7 M
	Contemporary China. No Reading
	

	28. 
	12/9 W
	Course Review. No reading
	






“East Asia Before 1900” Visual Essay (30 points)
(This assignment emphasizes visual information and may not be appropriate for Writing Portfolio submission.)

Students create a visual essay with accompanying texts that discusses one specific aspect of any East Asian society before 1900s after conducting independent research. A list of general topics is suggested below. Research tools may include search engines, websites, digital image collections, print publications and others.

Format: You may use PowerPoints, MS Word, or other formats where visual information such as images, photos, charts, and graphs can be easily managed along with texts. 

Grading Rubrics:
· (10 points) images. The assignment should utilize 20-25 images such as pictures, graphics, and illustrations. They should illustrate aspects of the topic with accompanying captions or texts. Images should be clear, appropriate and visually effective.
·  (10 points) The document should have an Introduction and a Conclusion that clearly, coherently, and meaningfully summarize the main findings on the topic. 
· (10 points) texts. Words, phrases or short sentences may be used along the images to identify and explain your points. Your texts should be accurate, clear and concise.

Possible general topics (you can choose to narrow down any one of these to a more specific topic):
	Pre-1900 China
	Pre-1900 Japan
	Pre-1900 Korea

	language and writing
bronze casting
social structure
government structure
Confucianism
Daoism
Legalism
Local religions
Christianity
Islam
military
fine arts
geography
environment
politics
economy
education
gender relations
frontier expansion
rebellions and wars
legal system
emperors and courtiers
agriculture
pastoralism
	pottery making
geography
relations with Korea
relations with China
Shintoism
Buddhism
rice agriculture
government structure
elite literature
tea ceremony
architecture
calligraphy
flower arrangement
painting
gender relations
samurai and military
feudalism 
social structure
politics
political leaders
military leaders
environment
foreign relations
wars
	Three Kingdoms of Korea
pottery technology
ancient tomb art
Confucianism
Buddhism
folk culture and society
gender relations
elite education
social structure
government structure
wars and rebellions
foreign relations
court regency system
military
food culture
architecture
painting
language and script
marriage and family
the Yi Dynasty
folk religions
economy
environment
clothing




Term Paper Assignment Instructions

This assignment aims to broaden our understanding of this history by examining a number of specific cases.  Each student researches a self-selected topic from the list below. At least two scholarly sources, such as peer-reviewed articles and/or books beyond our textbooks should be used in writing the paper. You are encouraged to narrow down your chosen topic by focusing on certain aspects of it (such as an event, policy, person, or any aspect of it that can be managed within your timeframe) and producing an informed analysis.

Good papers are marked by: (1) clarity and thoroughness in presenting the information that you have gathered about your topic from your sources; (2) thoughtfulness in providing your own critical assessment of the points of view and stories that your sources contain about your topic.  In other words, after summarizing your sources’ information, you need to evaluate the evidence and views to arrive at an independent analysis of your own on the topic; and (3) correctness of spelling and grammar, and clarity of expression.  Repeated occurrence of such writing problems will incur reduction of points, so please proof-read your paper after spelling check. 

Format: 2,000-2,250 word-count, Chicago style of citations, standard margins and font sizes.

Submission: Please email the paper in Word attachment format (no PDF) to professor at xiuyuwang@wsu.edu. No deadline extension available, one letter grade deducted for each day late.

Assignment Components:
· (10 points) one-page description of the specific topic you’ll investigate, explaining what stories, questions and arguments you’re interested in pursuing through this project 
· (10 points) One-page outline showing the main sections and points of your paper. The outline should indicate what types of information (e.g., description, narrative, evidence, analysis, argument) will be provided in which parts of the paper, so readers can get an idea of how your story and thesis are organized.
· Paper (one letter deducted for each day late; must be in editable Word format as email attachment)

Research and Writing Tips:
· Do preliminary research on a topic that seems to interest you before making the final choice.  Use the web and other sources to get general knowledge about the topic, then proceed to read more about an interested topic to narrow down your interest further.
· Start research process early.  Allow time for exploring new ideas and sources.
· Interlibrary Loan time frames and due dates if you need to use this service
· Go to http://libguides.vancouver.wsu.edu/cat.php?cid=21317 for online history research guide created by WSUV librarians

General topics
	China – medieval, early modern society and culture
	Post-WWII Japan

	Japan – medieval and feudal society, culture
	Post war Chinese politics

	Japan – Meiji Restoration
	Post war Chinese economy

	Japanese policy in Taiwan 
	China’s economic reform and growth, 1980-present

	Japanese policy in Korea, before 1937 
	Contemporary Chinese society, 1980 ff

	Russo-Japanese War 1904-1905 
	Contemporary Japanese society, 1970s ff

	China-Japan War 1894 
	Contemporary Korean society, 1970s ff

	Qing policy in Tibet 
	East Asian interactions – language, script, literature

	Qing policy in Xinjiang 
	East Asian interactions – arts, philosophy, culture

	Qing policy in Korea 
	East Asian interactions – economy

	Qing policy in Taiwan
	East Asian interactions – security relations

	Qing policy in Mongolia
	Post war South Korean politics

	Korea under Japanese colonialism 
	WWII in East Asia – war crimes against civilians 




	Learning Goals
	At the end students should:
	Course topics addressing these learning outcomes:
	This outcome will be evaluated primarily by [assignment or activity]:

	WSU: Critical and Creative Thinking
	Use reason, evidence, and context to increase knowledge, to reason ethically, and to innovate in imaginative ways.
	All topics.
	Class participation; Research Paper

	History #1
	Identify and state problems of historical analysis. 
	
	

	History #3
	Understand the difference between fact and interpretation. 
	
	

	WSU: Information Literacy
	Effectively identify, locate, evaluate, use responsibly, and share information for the problem at hand.
	All topics.
	Bibliography;
Research Paper
Exam and quizzes

	History #7
	Demonstrate information retrieval skills required for historical research. 
	
	

	WSU: Communication
	Write, speak, and listen to achieve intended meaning and understanding among all participants.
	All topics.
	Class participation; Research Paper;
Exam

	History #2
	Communicate the solutions to the above in words. 
	
	

	WSU: Diversity
	Understand, respect, and interact constructively with others of similar and diverse cultures, values, and perspectives.
	All topics.
	Class participation; Bibliography;
Research Paper

	History #4
	Recognize the contested nature of evidence and the value of historical scholarly debate. 
	All topics.
	Class participation;
Research Paper

	WSU: Depth, Breadth and Integration of Learning
	Develop depth, breadth, and integration of learning for the benefit of themselves, their communities, their employers, and for society at large.
	All topics.
	All Assignments.

	History #5
	Show awareness of change over time. 
	
	

	History #6
	Be able to place the present in a historically based context.
	All topics.
	Class participation.




Course Policies and University Notices

Attendance. Attendance may be tracked by roll call, online access records, assignment submission records, and other means. Students should make all reasonable efforts to attend all class meetings. However, in the event a student is unable to attend a class, it is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor as soon as possible and make arrangements for any missed work. Missing class meetings may result in reducing the overall grade in the class.

Make-up work. After quizzes or exams have been taken in class, no “make up” versions will be available afterward. Early tests may be pre-arranged for cases of special need at the professor’s discretion.

Late work. Late work (for example, papers, presentations) will either be rejected, or carry penalties for late submission, as specified in the assignment requirements. Assigned course readings are to be finished before coming class, and please bring copies if feasible for reference during discussion.

Class communication. Students are responsible for staying informed about course events (e.g., unannounced class cancellation in case of inclement weather, changes in assignments) through the university LMS system. It is always a good idea to bring any concerns of yours to the attention of the professor as early as you can through email, phone, or office visits.

Academic Integrity. Academic integrity is the cornerstone of higher education. As such, all members of the university community share responsibility for maintaining and promoting the principles of integrity in all activities, including academic integrity and honest scholarship. Academic integrity will be strongly enforced in this course. Students who violate WSU’s Academic Integrity Policy (identified in Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 504-26-010(3) and -404) will receive [insert academic sanction (e.g., fail the course, fail the assignment, etc.)], will not have the option to withdraw from the course pending an appeal, and will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. Cheating includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism and unauthorized collaboration as defined in the Standards of Conduct for Students, WAC 504-26-010(3). You need to read and understand all of the definitions of cheating:  http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=504-26-010. If you have any questions about what is and is not allowed in this course, you should ask course instructors before proceeding.  If you wish to appeal a faculty member's decision relating to academic integrity, please use the form available at https://studentaffairs.vancouver.wsu.edu/student-affairs/student-conduct. If you have any questions about the process on the Vancouver campus, please call Eric Scott at 360-546-9530.

Reasonable Accommodation. Students with Disabilities. Reasonable accommodations are available for students with documented disabilities or chronic medical conditions. If you have a disability and need accommodations to fully participate in this class, please visit the Access Center website to follow published procedures to request accommodations: https://studentaffairs.vancouver.wsu.edu/access-center. Students may also call or email the Access Center to schedule an appointment with an Access Advisor; Phone: 360-546-9238; Email: van.access.center@wsu.edu. All disability related accommodations MUST be approved through the Access Center. If you have a disability and need accommodations, we recommend you begin the process as soon as possible. It is a university expectation that students with approved accommodations visit with instructors (via email or Zoom) within two weeks of requesting their accommodations to discuss logistics.

COVID-19 Policy. Students are expected to abide by all current COVID-19 related university policies and public health directives, which could include wearing a cloth face covering, physically distancing, self-attestations, and sanitizing common use spaces.  All current COVID-19 related university policies and public health directives are located at https://wsu.edu/covid-19/.  Students who do not comply with these directives may be required to leave the classroom; in egregious or repetitive cases, students may be referred to the Center for Community Standards for university disciplinary action.

Safety and Emergency Notification. Please sign up for emergency alerts on your account at MyWSU. For more information on this subject, campus safety, and related topics, please view the FBI’s Run, Hide, Fight video and visit the classroom safety page https://provost.wsu.edu/classroom-safety/.

Emergency Closure/Adverse Weather Bus Information for WSU Vancouver Campus:
· WSU Vancouver VanCoug ALERTS: 
· Weather Closure Media Web Sites: http://www.oregonlive.com/
· During adverse weather conditions when C-Tran is operating on snow routes, the WSU Vancouver campus will not be served as the snow route ends at 20th Ave. 
For more information on bus routes and C-Tran scheduling, please visit their website at: 
http://www.c-tran.com/ 
WSU Vancouver Home Page (Announcements and Alerts):
· http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/
WSU Vancouver Police:
· http://www.vancouver.wsu.edu/police
· Police Services
· Campus Safety Plan:  http://admin.vancouver.wsu.edu/clery-act/annual-security-report 
· Campus Alert Information
Hostile Intruder:
· Campus Lock Down – Exterior doors will lock
· Apply “RUN-HIDE-FIGHT” personal safety protocol
If sheltered or hiding; silence electronics, turn out lights, stay away from windows, barricade or lock doors, make a plan to fight if necessary
Active Shooter Training links: https://oem.wsu.edu/emergency-procedures/active-shooter/ 
https://oem.wsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/1081/2015/10/active-shooter-training-2016.mp4?_=1
· WSU Vancouver VanCoug ALERTS: www.vancouver.wsu.edu/alerts  
· Mass notification system: WSU Vancouver Home Page – myWSU (under the PROFILE Tab) to update info

Inclement weather policy: In the event that an adverse weather event (e.g., snow or ice) or natural hazard that poses a safety risk occurs, you should take personal safety into account when deciding whether you can travel safely to and from campus, taking local conditions into account. If campus remains open and your instructor decides to cancel the face-to-face meeting and substitute an alternative learning activity, you will be notified by your instructor via email or through Blackboard within a reasonable time after the decision to open or close campus has been made. Instructions regarding any alternative learning options or assignments will be communicated in a timely manner. If travel to campus is not possible due to adverse regional conditions, allowances to course attendance policy and scheduled assignments, including exams and quizzes, will be made. Students who attempt to gain advantage through abuse of this policy (e.g., by providing an instructor with false information) may be referred to the Office of Community Standards for disciplinary action. If a student encounters an issue with an instructor, the student should first talk with the instructor. If the issue cannot be resolved, the student should follow the reporting violations of policies outlined on the student affairs website. Finally, in case of class cancellation campus-wide, please check local media, the WSU Vancouver web page (https://www.vancouver.wsu.edu) and/or http://www.flashalert.net/. Individual class cancellations may be made at the discretion of the instructor. 

Cougar Food Pantry:  We know that it can be hard to make ends meet when you're paying for college and living on a tight budget. If you are struggling to feed yourself or your family, the Cougar Food Pantry can help. The pantry provides free, nonperishable food items for WSU Vancouver students in need. The process is simple, anonymous and judgement-free. Learn more and request food at vancouver.wsu.edu/fooddrive or stop by the Cougar Center in the Student Services Center. Help your fellow Coug; refer a friend in need!

